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How are the preparedness and response phases of the disaster life cycle intertwined to bring about effective and efficient outcomes when catastrophic disasters occur? Explain thoroughly, and please provide specific examples to show that "you know so that I may know you know."
Response and preparedness phases of disaster management are very intertwined in how they occur during the management times. Both need to be carried out in a very efficient and effective manner to bring out excellent results. To begin with, preparedness occurs before a response.  This phase aims to attain readiness of satisfactory level to help attend to all emergency aspects using a strengthened managerial and technical program that involves the communities, government, and organizations. The measures in this phase can be defined as logistical readiness to handle dangers which can be attained through enacting procedures, establishing long-term and short-term strategies, response mechanisms, having early warning systems, and public education (Kirschenbaum, 2019). It can also involve ensuring that we have food, water, bare essentials, and equipment reserves. All stakeholders should develop plans to minimize disaster, ensure disaster response operations, and save lives in this phase. The measures to be included in this phase are the warning plans, emergency training, communications, evacuations plans, and public pieces of training. 
However, in the response phase, it aims to give urgent help to safely live, maintain health, and improve the support of impacted people. The help may range from giving minimal aid like temporary shelter, transport, and food to affect populations like refugees to help them make semi-permanent homes in camps (Lee, 2019). Also, it may include repairing infrastructure that is damaged. We can say that the main aim of this phase is to fulfill the basic needs of affected people until a sustainable solution is attained. The most present in this phase is the humanitarian organizations.
What are some of the compelling new strategies and tools learned so far that James lee Witt says "leaves him hopeful." 
From James Lee, we can learn three effective measures and tools o help administer disaster effectively. They include identifying the problem, getting prepared, and applying technologies to improve capabilities. To begin with, identifying the problem tool involves all stakeholders getting to improve the response to disaster means by learning new ways from the disaster agencies. On the second tool of getting prepared, all stakeholders should get engaged in all phases to give lifesaving responses and assistance to recovery (Lee, 2019). Finally, all stakeholders should adopt new technological means to help improve disaster response techniques. This will enable them to give timely assistance and save more lives. Also, the technology can help in detecting disasters before they occur hence preventing life loss.
Who are the actors (partners) in the preparedness process? In the response process? How do they collaborate, cooperate, coordinate, and communicate between their respective agencies?
There are three main actors involved during the preparedness process: the government, organizations, and individuals. Each of these partners has their role during this process, but their roles integrate to become effective. For instance, the government can respond to disasters by approving disaster management plans and follow-up to ensure the District Disaster Coordinator receives the local disaster information.
	On the other hand, governmental organizations and non-governmental organizations provide relief services before, during, and after disasters. Mostly, these organizations provide relief, food, and shelter, especially during floods and drought disasters. Early warning systems can inform the likely victims of the predicted disaster to prepare for the same during the preparedness. Also, in case of flood or drought prediction, the likely risks and damages expected during and after the disaster can be minimized before it comes to pass (Yu, Yang & Li, 2018). They also sensitize people and engage them in activities that can reduce the magnitude of disasters. These organizations act as emergency response teams, and they succeed with the help of government authorization. 
Furthermore, the individuals have their role to play as preparedness partners. When the expected disaster is likely to cause huge losses, the individuals can secure their property by applying insurance cover for replacement (Lee, 2019). Also, familiarity with the mode of communication is passed on disaster onsets like sirens, roadshows, or door-to-door warning systems. The individual is also responsible for making personal evacuation plans and seeks safe places to stay during the disaster. After disaster occurrence, the individuals also need to manage themselves and get back together as the initial united community that they were
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